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The speaker firmly believes that the German universities have a reli- 
gious function. In the factional religious life of the country today 
the universities should be the one place where the opposing and con- 
flicting views and beliefs should be given a patient hearing and an 
unbiased investigation. He thinks it was a distinct loss for Protes- 
tantism that the Anabaptist movement in the sixteenth century was 
discarded by the animosities of that time. The universities cannot 
maintain this leadership in the religious thought of Germany unless 
they manifest this hospitable, broad spirit. — Die Flugschrift " Onus 
Ecclesiae" (1519). Mit einem Anhang fiber sozial- und kirchenpoli- 
tische Prophetien. Ein Beitrag zur Sitten- und Kulturgeschichte des 
ausgehenden Mittelalters. Von Heinrich Werner. (Giessen : Ricker, 
1901; pp. 106; M. 2.) How many voices were raised in solemn pro- 
test against the avaricious and shameful practices of the Roman curia 
during the closing years of the fifteenth and the beginning of the 
sixteenth century, whose names were never enrolled among the fol- 
lowers of either the German or the Swiss reformers ! Many of these 
felt the injury that was being done the cause of religion quite as 
keenly as did Luther, but they had not his courage. Such a one is 
the author of Onus Ecclesiae, an excellent description of which, together 
with copious notes, is given us in the book under review. The writer 
of Onus Ecclesiae is, according to Dr. Werner, Berthold, the learned 
suffragan bishop of Salzburg, later bishop of Chiemsee. On the sub- 
ject of indulgences Berthold speaks like Luther; on the scriptural 
authority of the popes he has even clearer ideas than Luther had in 
151 9, the date when this book was first published; but this is the 
great difference between the two men : Berthold believes the papacy 
can be reformed only by the personal appearance of Christ, who 
would himself preside at a general council of all Christendom. He 
is an adherent of the prophetico-apocalyptical views of Joachim of 
Floris, and these views are primarily responsible for his pessimism, 
and an explanation also for his inability to enter into a contest against 
the evils he so well understands. In the last chapter of the book 
before us Dr. Werner has given us an interesting account of the 
influence which these mediaeval apocalyptic dreams and prophecies 
have exerted from the twelfth to the sixteenth century. — Albert J. 
Ramaker. 

Das Wesen des Christentums und die Zukunftsreligion. Von Ludwig 
Lemme. (Gr. Lichterfelde-Berlin : Runge, 1901; pp. vii + 218; M. 
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3.50.) — Das Christentum von D. Ad. Harnack nach dessen sechzehtt 
Vorlesungen. Von Ed. Rupprecht. (Giitersloh: Bertelsmann, 1901; 
pp. xiii -f- 278 ; M. 4.) These books both represent replies to Har- 
nack by orthodox Lutherans. Both accuse him of making " a meager 
extract from the synoptic gospels, which is compatible with natural- 
ism" (Lemme, p. 131). Both apply to him epithets such as "deist," 
"rationalist," "Pelagian," "representative of enlightened Judaism," 
etc. (see, e.g., Rupprecht, p. 213). In method of polemic, however, 
the two books differ. Lemme argues from a philosophical point of 
view. He can see in Harnack's attempt to portray religion as a pro- 
cess in consciousness nothing but subjectivism, dealing with the idea 
of God, but not finding God himself. He insists upon a transcendent 
and incomprehensible messianic mission and consciousness in Jesus 
as the only protection against such empty subjectivism (pp. 92 ff.). 
One is led to ask what advantage is gained by substituting a doctrine 
of a mysterious Messiah for a subjective idea of God. Rupprecht 
bases his argument on his theory of verbal inspiration. He fills 300 
pages with an incoherent mixture of passionate protest, religious 
exhortation, detailed mustering of proof-texts, and sarcastic comments 
on Harnack's " Teufelsexegese " (p. 158). Every page bristles with 
italics. In spirit and method the book reminds one of Epiphanius. 
Lutheran orthodoxy must produce more penetrating criticisms than 
these, if it expects to gain a hearing. — Gerald Birney Smith. 

Seguiamo la Razione; La Chiesa. Di Geremia Bonomelli. (Milano: 
L. F. Cogliati, 1900; pp. 384; L. 3.50.) This is the third volume 
from the author under the general expression : "Let us follow Reason." 
The first was on God, the Author of the natural order ; the second, on the 
God-man, Jesus Christ. These little volumes, taken together, give an 
animated, succinct, clear, and popular view of the whole Roman theo- 
logical system. In this third volume we have a description and defense • 
of the church, its organization and institutions. The author, of course, 
holds to the infallibility of the pope, and tries to explain it in a way 
that will make it acceptable to reasoD. He maintains the Romanist 
position that it is necessary to belong to the Romanist church in order 
to attain salvation. He discusses the Inquisition and its aims, and 
shows the difference between the Catholic and the Spanish Inquisition, 
and rejoins to the Protestants that they were not free from persecu- 
tions that amounted to inquisition. Clerical celibacy is defended as 
on the whole far better for the men who devote themselves exclusively 



